
Minutes for the 
Anza Borrego Desert State Park Botany Society 

Steering Committee Meeting 
7:30 a.m. March 9, 2015 

UCI Research Center 
 

In Attendance: 
              Steering Committee members: Kate Harper, President; Julie Taylor, Vice    
              President; Arie Korporaal, Treasurer; Jary Riolo, Secretary; Kathy Bussey, 
              Paul Larsen, John Strong 
              Others Attending: Judy Ramirez, Herbarium Manager, Curriculum   
              Coordinator; Joanne Ingwall, Botany Study Group Chair 

1. Meeting called to order by President Kate Harper at 7:30 a.m. 
2. President’s Report: Kate announced all Botany Society Ad Hoc Committees have 

chairs. 
3. Minutes of Steering Committee Meeting for Feb. 9 2015: Changes made then the 

minutes were accepted 7/7. 
4. Treasurer’s Report: Arie reported the balance of the ABF account is $7,802.92. 

Checks for $200, for speakers who were not able to come, were cancelled by ABF    
so an additional $200 will be credited to the ABF account. There is $3,190.65 in 
cash reserves, and a donation of $9.00 was given by Marilyn Dixon for the swap 
meet bringing the totals cash reserves to $3,199.65. There is $52.00 in the swap 
meet cash box. A Proposed Budget for the 2015-2016 Botany Society expenses 
was presented. A motion to amend the cost of guest speakers for next year from 
$1200 to $1000 was approved 5/2. A motion was made and seconded to amend 
the $200 Certification Course budget to read Herbarium: $100, and Certification: 
$100. The motion was approved 7/7. The Expenses Budget for 2015-2016 was 
approved by the Steering Committee 7/7. 

5. Swap Meet Report: Julie reported that some donations had been made. More 
emails asking for donations will go out. She needs volunteers to work from 6:30 
am until noon. The storage unit from John Peterson is no longer available for our 
use so all items must go. The kayak has been sold for $100. 

6. Guest Speaker Update: Diana sent a schedule of speakers she has lined up for the 
2015-1016 Desert Season. There are a few open dates. Kate will meet with Diana 
to help fill in the blank dates. 

7. AmeriCorps’ Volutaria Project: Kate reported that the Botany Society is the 
beneficiary of the AmeriCorps’ Volunteer Service Project. AmeriCorps were 
impressed at the potential threat to the desert that Volutaria posed when they 
learned about Volutaria at the 1st Annual Biodiversity and Invasive Species 
Network meeting January 30th.  March 6th Kate gave an introduction to Volutaria  
entitled “Nasty Knapweed” and showed the AmeriCorps work group how to 
identify Volutaria in the field. The group was given permission to work on to Dan 
Wright’s property. They pulled close to 3000 plants. 

8. ABF Plant Walks Update: Paul reported that the walks have been well attended. 
The Botany Society gets half of the fees charged by ABF for the walks. 



9. Certification Course Report: Judy suggested that class member Carl Bell, an 
invasive species specialist, would be a good speaker to talk to the group. 

10. Herbarium Update: Judy reported that 126 specimens had been mounted in 
February. There were 40.5 volunteer hours, 384 specimens reviewed for name 
changes and 268 specimens accessioned. 

11. Botany Field Group report: It was reported that Fountain Grass was found in 
Borrego Palm Canyon, and that Sahara Mustard is still being found in many 
places. 

12. Botany Study Group Report: A new student, Birgit Knorr, has a 1.5 hour 
presentation on monsoonal plants that she would like to give. A discussion was 
held to determine whether to invite her to present to the Study group and also if 
the time of the presentation should be cut back. Birgit will do the last session in 
April. Kate Harper and Tom Chester have an online page 
(http://tchester.org/bd/species/monsoonal_species.html ) on monsoonal plants that 
can be used as a reference. Joanne would like to share organizing the Study 
Group’s sessions with a few other members. She suggested perhaps 3 people 
could each take 1 month and be responsible for planning the sessions for that 
month. 

13. Botany Book and Video Library Report:  John is cataloging the videos that Mike 
Bigelow has taped. 

14. Visitor Center Garden Report: Kate said there are 2 facets to the Visitor’s Center 
Garden care. Paul and Tony are taking care of maintaining the garden area. Don 
Rideout will take on the leadership of the project planning facet, including 
irrigation planning and replacing plants. A motion to form the Ad Hoc Visitor’s 
Center Garden Improvement Project was made and seconded. It was approved by 
the committee members 7/7. 

15. Website Update: Arie said that contributions are critical to the success of the 
website. He added a gallery section of pictures of plants submitted by members 
who have been out taking photos. The membership section is not yet activated. 
The website will have a new URL (address)  soon – www.anzaborregobotany.org 
Anyone typing www.anzaborregobotany.com will be redirected to the .org 
address. 

 
 

New Business 
1. The year end Botany Society Potluck will be on Monday, April 6th at Kate’s 

house immediately following the Botany Study Group (so, about 12:30 p.m.). 
2. A motion was made and seconded to present Diana Lindsay with a Lifetime 

Botany Society Membership at the potluck on April 6th. The motion was approved 
7/7. 

3. Kate reported that she has been working on the dilemma of members having to 
have direct supervision by park employees when out in the field pulling mustard. 
Kate is proposing that she send Larry a list of Botany Society members. He will 
approve the names of people on the list who Larry can vouch know mustard 
identification and could pull without park employee supervision. Kate will then 
approach Dan Falat to get approval of this list of names. The approved members 



can then train other Botany Society members on mustard identification to also 
pull in the Park without direct supervision. A discussion was held on the proposal. 

4. Kate and Judy will decide which books in the Botany Society library should be 
designated “circulation ready” and those that should remain in the library as 
references. 

  
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 a.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: Jary Riolo, Secretary 
 
 
General Meeting 
The term for three of the current Botany Society Steering Committee members is over 
this year. Paul Larson, John Strong, and Jary Riolo will be stepping down. Three new 
Botany Steering Committee members were unanimously elected at the General 
Meeting of the Botany Society to replace them. The new members are Don Rideout, 
Joanne Ingwall, and Marilyn Dickson. They begin their terms at the final Steering 
Committee meeting of the season on Monday April 13th. 

                    
 
                  
    


