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A Message from Your Co-presidents, Joanne Ingwall and Julie 

Taylor….

March ScheduleMarch Schedule 

March  7 9 am to noon Botany Certi&cation Course, Session 10 
Sandy desert plant community observation, &eld trip led by Botanist 
Larry Hendrickson. Meet at 8:50 am in the VC back parking lot. 

 
12:30-2:30 pm Common ABDSP Plant Family: Boraginaceae by Don 
Rideout. At the Visitor Center

 
March 14 8 – 9:30 am Steering Committee Meeting in the District Classroom 
 

10-11:30 am Public Lecture,Daniel Winkler, on “Desert Extremes and 
Plant Communities Out of Balance" at Visitor Center

 
Noon-2:30pm Botany Certi&cation Course, Session 11, Continued 
discussion of the Winkler lecture, followed by Common ABDSP Plant 
Families:  Fabaceae by Birgit Knorr and Polemoniaceae by Mac NcNair 
by video. At the UCI Desert Research Center 

 
March 21 9 am to 2 pm Botany Certi&cation Course, Session 12, Desert 

Transition Chaparral plant community, day long &eld trip to Cool 
Canyon led by Paul Larson. Meet at 8:50 am in the VC back parking lot

 
March 28 9 am to 11:30 pm Botany Certi&cation Course, session 13, Course 

Review Location TBD 
 Noon -2 pm End of the year pot luck lunch and certi&cate ceremony at

the Ingwalls, 615 Anza Park Trail                                                             
 
Steering Committee Meeting March 14 
 
All Botany Society Members are welcome and encouraged to attend our Steering 
Committee Meetings.  Join us at the District Classroom at 8:00 am. This is your 
opportunity to share your ideas and comments about your Botany Society. 
 
This is the last meeting under the 2015-2016 Steering Committee.  We will 



evaluate this year’s programs, make any recommendations for change and 
prepare the budget for next year. 
 
The new 2016-2017 Steering Committee will take over leadership near the end of 
the March meeting and elect its oCcers. 
 
Botany Society Public Lecture Series 
 
When and where:   Every second Monday at 10 am in the Visitor Center 
 
Remaining 2015-2016 Schedule:                                          
 
March 14 Daniel Winkler, a Ph.D. student at the UCI Desert Research Station will
discuss his thesis work 
 
April 11 LuAnn Thompson, who leads the CDD PORTS program, will discuss the 
use of plants and ecology in educational program 
 
Note:  More information about our speakers is available on our web site: 
www.anzaborregobotany <http://www.anzaborregobotany/> 
 
This will be our last monthly message to you…but please read our weekly 
reminders in March! 
 
And starting in April, look for messages from Mike Strandberg with information 
about Botany Study Group. 
 

Joanne Ingwall and Julie Taylor, co-presidents 

Mojave Yucca (Yucca schidigera)

https://webmail.west.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.anzaborregobotany
https://webmail.west.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.anzaborregobotany%252F


DANIEL WINKLER TO SPEAK AT MARCH MEETING:

"Desert Extremes and Plant Communities Out of Balance"

Daniel  Winkler is  a PhD candidate at the University of  California,  Irvine and a
National Park Service Young Leader in Climate Change at Saguaro National Park.
He  worked  for  several  years  throughout  the  Sonoran  Desert  as  a  Biological
Science Technician for the National Park Service’s Sonoran Desert Network before
returning  to  school  to  get  his  Master’s  in  Environmental  Systems  from  the
University of California, Merced. Most of current PhD work brings him to Anza-
Borrego Desert State Park where he is investigating the spread of the invasive
Saharan Mustard across the southwestern US. 

Daniel is a plant ecophysiologist interested in invasive species and how they alter
native plant communities in “extreme” environments. His &eld sites include much
of  the  desert  southwest,  alpine  regions  of  Colorado,  the  sky  islands  of  Baja
California, and the tundra of northern Japan. All of Daniel’s research focuses on
climate  change  impacts  on  native  systems,  with  an  emphasis  on  Parks  and
protected areas.



AND WHILE WE'RE ON THAT TOPIC...

During the month of March, Pat Matthews has organized weekly weed
removal gatherings. These will take place every Wednesday from 8am -
11am,  focusing  on  clearing  saharan  mustard  and  volutaria  from
wildNower  areas  in  the  valley.  Hula  hoes  will  be  used  to  minimize
bending over. Each Wednesday in March those interested in volunteering
will  meet  at  8:00 a.m.  at  the ABDNHA parking lot. Bring water,  hat,
gloves and a hula hoe if you have one. Some hoes are available. Let's
get after the weeds while they are small!



BOOK REVIEW:

FIELD GUIDE TO MANZANITAS; CALIFORNIA, NORTH AMERICA AND MEXICO

by Michael KauSman, Tom Parker, and Michael Vasey

with photos by JeS Bisbee

Backcountry Press, 2015

You  may  be  wondering  why  a  book  about  Manzanitas  (genus  Arctostaphylos)

would  be  of  interest  to  the  ABDSP  Botany  Society.  The  answer  is  that  some

representatives of this genus occur in the Park (and adjacent lands) in the upper

elevations.  For  example,  the  Lucky  5  property  that  connects  Anza-Borrego  to

Cuyamaca  State  Park  supports  desert  transition  chaparral  which  includes

Manzanitas.  Five species of Arctostaphylos (and various subspecies) potentially

occur in the park, including:

• A. glauca (Bigberry Manzanita)

• A. glandulosa (Eastwood Manzanita)

• A. pungens (Mexican Manzanita)

• A. parryana (Parry Manzanita)

• A. otayensis (Otay Manzanita)

The Manzanitas can be confusing, in part because there are so many species in

the  state.  This  book  tells  us  that  104  species,  subspecies  and  varieties  of

Arctostaphylos occur in California, making it the most diverse genus in the state.

The authors state that part of their reason for writing the book was to attempt to

make this genus more accessible to the average native plant lover.

The book starts with an introduction to the genus, its relationship to the California

Floristic  Province,  its  evolution,  and  its  ecology.  This  is  followed  by  a  helpful

section on Manzanita characteristics, then a discussion of each eco-region of the

state  with  keys  to  the  taxa  that  occur  in  each  region.  Northwestern  Baja  is

included as a region, which is a welcome addition. The remainder of the book is

devoted to a comprehensive description of each species, subspecies and variety.

While I might have wanted more detail for some species, the information provided

is useful and reasonably thorough.

Field Guide to Manzanitas won't answer every question about this diverse and

fascinating genus. It's a &eld guide, so it's primary purpose is to aid identi&cation

of plants in the wild. If you are looking for help in growing Manzanitas, you won't

&nd it here. However, as a &eld guide it does a great job and deserves a place in

your backpack.



ANZA-BORREGO AT THE MUSEUM

If  you are a member of the San Diego Natural History Museum, you will  have
received their latest Field Notes, a collection of news articles about happenings at
the museum. Anza-Borrego is prominently featured on the cover and in an article
about a new book that the museum is publishing in conjunction with their Coast to
Cactus exhibit. Anza-Borrego is, of course, the “cactus” end of that title.

The new book, Coast to Cactus: A Canyoneer Guide to San Diego Outdoors, will be
a  trail  guide  based  on  the  museum’s  Canyoneer-led  hikes.  Unlike  other  trail
guides, it will  be focused on the Nora and fauna of each area. Our own Diana
Lindsay  was  instrumental  in  getting  the  book  started  and  is  now involved  in
publishing it. She is the book’s project manager and lead editor. We will provide a
review of the book as soon as it comes out. Meanwhile, the Field Notes article
gives us a taste of  what to expect,  and it  looks like Anza-Borrego will  receive
plenty of attention.




